Sample Riese Advisement

	Introduction and Role
	Hi, my name is [ADVOCATE].  I’m a patients’ rights advocate from the Mental Health Advocacy Project.  I don’t work with the hospital.  My job is to tell you about your rights while you are in this hospital and to advocate for what you want.


	Why you are talking to the client
	I am here because there is going to be a legal hearing about your medications at the hospital today.  I am here to be on your side at the hearing.  I’d like to explain the hearing process to you and help you to prepare for the hearing.


	Current state of client’s rights
	I understand from the doctor that you do not wish to take psychiatric medications while you are here.  Right now, you have the right to refuse psychiatric medications.


	Explain the Riese petition and hearing (refer to the paperwork)
	However, a psychiatrist here has filled out this paperwork to ask permission from the court to be able to force you to take medications.  At the legal hearing today, a judge will decide if the psychiatrist can force you to take medications.

If you win the hearing, you will be able to continue to refuse psychiatric medication.

If you lose the hearing, the psychiatrist will be able to force you to take psychiatric medication.  That is, if you do not take the medication by mouth, then the staff here could give you an injection of medication against your will.
  

	Explain Preparation & Hearing Process
	My job is to help you at the hearing, and help you KEEP your right to refuse medication.  The hearing is going to be around 1 this afternoon.  I’d like to prepare for the hearing with you by going through this paperwork and hearing from you why you do not wish to take medications.


	Review petition and interview client
	



